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ABSTRACT 

Ecological structures hold profound significance in the identification and 

naming of localities within Nias villages. This significance underscores the 

dynamic bond between language and the environment, forming a foundational 

aspect of the local ethnicity. This study endeavors to delve into the ecological 

significance that underpins the naming of Nias villages, elucidating the intricate 

connection between language and the environment upon which village names 

are founded. In pursuit of this objective, the research engages with a purposive 

sample of 20 informants, representing 151 localities within Nias. Through in-

depth interviews, valuable insights are gathered and transcribed to constitute the 

research data. Employing a descriptive qualitative design, the study leverages a 

semantic representation protocol to categorize data according to the ecological 

units embedded in the village names. The investigation's findings reveal that the 

Nias villages predominantly employ the Nias language lexicon. Notably, 55 

villages incorporate the lexicon "hili" denoting 'hill or mountain,' such as 

"Hilimbana" ('hill-kapuk tree') and "Hiliweto Gela" ('hill-bees'). Additionally, 

the names incorporate ecological elements such as vegetation, rivers, animals, 

equipment, events, supernatural objects, and numbers. These names reflect the 

deep integration of ecological elements into the local community's cultural 

identity and highlight the rich ecological diversity of the region. The study 

emphasizes the importance of understanding the cultural and ecological 

connections in village names for the preservation of Nias Regency's heritage 

and the promotion of ecological awareness. Further research avenues include 

exploring the socio-cultural significance of village names and investigating the 

impact of language on environmental conservation efforts. Understanding the 

intricate relationship between language, culture, and the environment is crucial 

for sustainable development and the preservation of cultural and ecological 

heritage in Nias Regency. 
 

1.  Introduction 

Language serves as a potent medium for human 

expression, enabling the articulation of thoughts, 

emotions, and ideas (Khurana et al., 2023; Yang et al., 

2020; Latif et al., 2019; Gevers, 2018). It possesses the 

remarkable capacity to encapsulate the essence of the 

past, present, and future, making it a fundamental facet 

of human existence. Indeed, language stands as a 

testament to the intricacies and significance of human 

cognition, continuously evolving and adapting to our 

ever-changing world (Kim, 2020). This creative 

potential inherent in human language extends to the act 

of naming locations, commonly referred to as 

toponyms (Alderman & Reuben, 2020). 

However, toponyms are far more than mere labels; 

they function as repositories of cultural identity, 

historical narratives, and the distinctive character of a 

place (Nurhayati, 2018). The process of naming places, 

especially localities, is an art intricately interwoven 

with the cultural and ecological backdrop of the 

speakers (Tan, 2021). Thus, to gain a comprehensive 

understanding of toponymy, a meticulous exploration 

of the ecological and ideological factors predominantly 

influencing their naming becomes imperative. The 

multicultural, multilingual landscape of North Sumatra, 

characterized by its diverse ideological, ecological, and 

cultural values, underscores the pressing need for in-

depth toponymy studies (Baruadi et al., 2023; 

Ambarita, 2019). in the context of Nias culture, the 
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significance of ecological structures is undeniably 

profound, influencing the very locations where Nias 

communities thrive. Ecology, therefore, lies at the very 

core of this ethnicity's identity and existence (Ambarita, 

2019).  

Currently, there has been extensive research on 

toponymic metamorphoses in socialist and post-

socialist states, much of this research focuses on urban 

toponyms (Basik & Rahautsou, 2019), however, there 

is a need for more studies that analyze the names of 

towns and physiographical objects to gain a 

comprehensive understanding of the toponymic 

landscape. Additionally, the existing scholarship has 

primarily focused on the symbolic spatial strategies of 

nation-building adopted by governing authorities and 

not many studies in the past decades eager to explore 

the perspectives and experiences of marginalized 

groups in the toponymic process (Basik & Rahautsou, 

2019), this would provide a more nuanced 

understanding of how power dynamics and identity are 

reflected in place names.  

Furthermore, the current literature on critical 

place-name studies has primarily examined three 

approaches: political semiotics, governmentality 

studies, and normative theories of social justice and 

symbolic resistance (Rose-Redwood et al., 2009). 

While these approaches have been valuable in 

analyzing spatial inscription as a toponymic practice, 

there is a need to expand the conceptual horizon of 

critical place-name studies. Further, not many studies 

in the recent years deeply exploring the political 

economy of toponymic practices to understand the 

economic factors that influence place naming. 

Therefore, there is a lack of research on toponymic 

practices in specific regions in Asian territories 

(Boribayeva et al., 2018). Investigating the 

peculiarities of toponymic reflexes in different cultural 

and linguistic contexts would contribute to a more 

comprehensive understanding of the relationship 

between place names and identity. In conclusion, while 

there has been significant progress in the study of 

toponyms and their political and symbolic dimensions, 

there are still several gaps that need to be addressed 

(Njoh, 2016; Rose-Redwood et al., 2009), including a 

need for more studies that analyze the names of villages 

and physiographical objects to gain a comprehensive 

understanding of the toponymic landscape (Thompson 

et al., 2020) such as in Nias Indonesia.  

Furthermore, the global implications of this 

research extend beyond the boundaries of Nias villages. 

The study's methodology, which combines in-depth 

interviews and a semantic representation protocol, 

offers a valuable model for investigating the ecological 

and cultural dimensions of toponymy in diverse 

linguistic contexts. By delving into the intricate 

relationship between language, ecology, and cultural 

identity, this research paves the way for a more 

comprehensive understanding of toponymic practices. 

The preservation of linguistic diversity and 

indigenous knowledge is crucial in the face of 

environmental challenges (Thompson et al., 2020). 

Additionally, the coexistence of amenity and 

biodiversity in urban landscapes can contribute to the 

creation of sustainable and aesthetically pleasing 

environments (Ives & Kelly, 2015). Additionally, the 

emphasis on the ecological significance of village 

names highlights the global relevance of preserving 

linguistic diversity and indigenous knowledge, 

particularly in the face of environmental challenges. 

This research underscores the importance of linguistic 

and ecological conservation as intertwined aspects of 

cultural heritage preservation, with implications far 

beyond Nias villages. 

In summary, this study's meticulous examination 

of the dynamic bond between language and the 

environment in Nias villages has filled critical gaps in 

our knowledge of toponymy, ecological linguistics, 

and cultural identity. It offers a novel perspective on 

the naming of localities that can be applied to other 

regions and cultures, emphasizing the need for 

continued research in this field. Moreover, it 

underscores the urgent global imperative to preserve 

linguistic diversity and indigenous knowledge, 

acknowledging their crucial role in understanding and 

addressing environmental issues. This research is a 

valuable contribution to the ongoing dialogue on the 

relationship between language, culture, and the 

environment, with implications that resonate on a 

global scale. 

2.  Method  

This present descriptive qualitative study aimed at 

unraveling the dynamic bond between language and 

the environment in Nias villages. The data collection 

process for this study involved engaging with a 

purposive sample of twenty informants who played a 

crucial role in the Nias community and possessed a 

deep understanding of the Nias language, as well as the 

social, cultural, and historical factors that influence the 

naming of villages in Nias regency. These 20 

community leaders and elders as well as one local 

goverment employees were carefully selected due to 

their expertise and ability to provide valuable insights 

into the research topic.  

2.1 Data Collection 

The primary method of data collection employed 

in this study was open interviews. During these 

interviews, the informants were asked a series of 

questions that revolved around the words and meanings 

constituting Nias village names. Specifically, the 

inquiries aimed to uncover the linguistic and ecological 

dimensions inherent in the nomenclature. The 

informants were encouraged to share their knowledge 

and perspectives on how the words within village 

names were connected to the local ecology. To ensure 

the rigor and reliability of the collected data, a rigorous 
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process of data triangulation was adopted. This 

involved comparing and cross-referencing the 

explanations and insights provided by different 

informants which is from one local goverment 

employee. By conducting this verification process, we 

ensured that the data accurately represented the 

ecological elements embedded in the village names. 

2.3 Data Analysis 

The data analysis phase of this research employed 

a descriptive qualitative design. This approach was 

chosen to facilitate a comprehensive exploration of the 

intricate connection between language and the 

environment as manifested in Nias village names. The 

analysis focused on categorizing the collected data 

according to the ecological units present in the village 

names. To accomplish this, a semantic representation 

protocol was utilized as a systematic framework for 

organizing the data. The protocol allowed for the 

categorization of village names based on their 

ecological references, providing a structured 

framework for understanding the patterns and 

associations between language and ecology within the 

toponyms. 

In addition to the semantic representation protocol, 

a comparative analysis was conducted to identify 

recurring themes and patterns in the data. This process 

involved examining how certain ecological terms and 

elements were consistently present in village names, 

thus shedding light on the predominant linguistic and 

ecological factors at play in the toponymy of Nias 

villages. 

Throughout the data analysis phase, a rigorous 

validation process was implemented. Informants who 

contributed to the data were actively involved in the 

interpretation stage to ensure the accuracy and 

authenticity of the findings. This iterative approach 

enhanced the trustworthiness of the research results. 

In summary, the data collection process for this 

study involved open interviews with knowledgeable 

informants, while the data analysis encompassed the 

use of a descriptive qualitative design, semantic 

representation protocol, and rigorous validation to 

elucidate the intricate connection between language 

and the environment in Nias village names. 

3. Result 

In this section, we present the findings of our study 

on the ecological significance underlying the naming 

of Nias villages. Through the analysis the present study 

categorized the data based on ecological units 

embedded in village names. The study sees there is no 

separation between naming and ecological elements. 

As a verbal expression used to state, express, 

strengthen, describe, and so on, language plays a 

crucial role in the naming of this entity. In the Nias 

regency, the naming of localities is closely tied to the 

environment, which is a site of intense human-

environment interaction.   

The ecological elements we found include hills or 

mountains, vegetation, rivers, animals, equipment, 

events, supernatural objects, and numbers.  Our 

findings highlight the rich ecological and cultural 

significance embedded in the naming of Nias villages 

in this part where the analysis from the data reveals that 

There is no separation between naming and ecological 

elements. As a verbal expression used to state, express, 

strengthen, describe, and so on, language plays a 

crucial role in the naming of this entity. In the Nias 

regency, the naming of localities is closely tied to the 

environment, which is a site of intense human-

environment interaction, such as: hills or mountains, 

rivers, vegetation, animals, equipment, events, 

supernatural objects, and numbers. These unique 

findings showed in the Table 3.1.  

 

Table 3.1 Ecological elements making up the naming 

  

No. Ecological Element Total 

1 Hill or mountain 55 

2 Vegetation 41 

3 River 21 

4 Equipment 11 

5 Animal 7 

6 Number 7 

7 Supernatural thing 6 

8 Event 3 
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The ecological elements that contribute to naming 

in including the name of hills or mountain as being 

describes in the table Table 3.1, encapsulates the 

quantitative aspect of our findings, shedding light on 

that there are 8 ecological elements that make up 

village names in Nias regency.  Our research endeavors 

have unearthed a diverse array of ecological elements 

that intricately interlace with the fabric of Nias village 

names. These encompass the topographical features of 

hills or mountains, the verdant tapestry of vegetation, 

the meandering courses of rivers, the vibrant presence 

of animals, the utility and significance of equipment, 

the commemoration of noteworthy events, the 

embodiment of supernatural concepts, and the 

numerical significance inherent in these designations. 

Each of these ecological elements contributes to the 

multifaceted tapestry that envelops the naming of Nias 

villages. It provides a snapshot of the prevalence of 

these ecological elements in village names, 

underscoring their importance in local nomenclature. It 

is evident from the data that hills or mountains 

dominate the landscape of village naming, the diversity 

and frequency of these elements vividly illustrate the 

profound ecological connection that permeates the very 

fabric of Nias villages' identities. What truly emerges 

from this analysis is the inseparable bond between 

language, culture, and the environment in the Nias 

regency. The ecological elements we've uncovered not 

only reveal the richness of local traditions but also 

highlight the deep-rooted relationship between the Nias 

people and their natural surroundings. It becomes 

abundantly clear that these village names are not mere 

labels; they are windows into a complex web of 

ecological awareness, cultural identity, and linguistic 

expression. Our findings shed light on the profound 

cultural and ecological significance that is embedded 

within this practice, showcasing the intricate 

relationship between language and the environment. In 

the subsequent sub-sections, we will provide a detailed 

exposition of these findings, allowing for a more 

nuanced understanding of the intricate ecological 

tapestry woven into the names of Nias villages. 

3.1 Ecological Significance of 'Hili' - Referring 

to 'Hill' or 'Mountain-based” Names in Nias 

Regency 

The analysis of our data unearths a significant 

interconnection between linguistic expressions and 

ecological elements in the context of the Nias Regency. 

In this locale, the process of naming holds an intrinsic 

relationship with the environment, exemplifying a 

profound interplay between human activity and the 

surrounding ecological terrain. This section focuses on 

the ecological elements contributing to the 

nomenclature, with particular emphasis on the term 

'hili,' signifying 'hill' or 'mountain,' as detailed in Table 

3.2. pursuit of understanding the intricate relationship 

between language and its environment, this descriptive 

qualitative study embarks on a comprehensive analysis 

of the linguistic phenomenon known as 'hili' in the Nias 

Regency. The ecological element 'hili,' which signifies 

'hill' or 'mountain,' emerges as the paramount and 

pivotal component in the nomenclature of locales 

within the Nias Regency. This component is 

prominently featured in the names of 55 distinct 

villages across the region.  

Intriguingly, the data extracted from our study 

unveils a noteworthy observation: the inseparable 

amalgamation of linguistic expression and ecological 

elements in place naming. The very act of naming, it 

appears, is intricately linked to the environment that 

encompasses these locales. Consequently, 'hili,' as a 

linguistic token, assumes a critical role in the 

nomenclature of these places. To elucidate this 

phenomenon, our investigation uncovered that 'hili' is 

the dominant and principal element employed in the 

naming of places throughout the Nias Regency. 

Notably, 'hili' assumes various positions within these 

names, appearing both at the outset, in the middle, and 

at the conclusion of the village designations. 

Remarkably, this linguistic component finds its place 

not only at the outset but also nestled within, and 

occasionally concluding the names of the villages, as 

demonstrated in Table 3.2. 

Table 3.2: Illustrative Instances of 'Hili' Incorporation in Village Names 

Hili at Name Beginning Hili in Name Middle Hili at Name End 

Hilialawa Laowo Hilimbaruzo  Mohili  

Hilihambawa Botomuzoi Mohili Berua Botomuzoi Ombolata Sisarahili 

Hilihoru Sihare'o III Hilibadalu Orahili 

Hiliwarokha Saiwahili Hiliadulo Sisobahili 

Hiliweto Gela Orahili Idanoi  
 

Hiliganoita  Orahili Zuzundrao  
 

Hiliadulo Sisobahili Dola 
 

Hilimoasio Sisarahili Ma'u 
 

Hiliotalua Sisarahili Sogaeadu  
 

Hiliono Zega Sisarahili Soromaasi 
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The Table 3.2 meticulously delineates the 

positioning and combination of the term 'hili' within 

village names. This strategic placement serves to 

convey a spectrum of nuanced meanings, which can be 

categorized as follows: 

(a) Certain properties: 'Hilialawa' conveys the 

notion of a 'large hill.' 

(b) River names: 'Hilihambawa Botomuzoi' 

signifies a connection to a specific river. 

(c) Plant names: 'Hilihoru' and 'Sihare'o III 

Hilibadalu' hint at the flora indigenous to the 

area. 

(d) Equipment: 'Hiliwarokha' translates to 'stone 

breaker,' and 'Saiwahili Hiliadulo' alludes to 

'net.' 

(e) Animal: 'Hiliweto Gela' intriguingly denotes 

'bee.' 

(f) Sacred people: 'Hiliganoita' highlights the 

presence of 'holy figures.' 

(g) Likeness: 'Hiliadulo' intriguingly conveys 

'resembling an egg.' 

(h) Contains: 'Hilimoasio' translates to 'salt,' and 

'Hilimborodano' references 'land.' 

(i) Existence: 'Hiliotalua' implies a 'border' or 

'middleman,' while 'Sisobahili Dola' suggests 

'something which exists.' 

(j) Work: 'Orahili Idanoi' signifies 'irrigation,' and 

'Orahili Zuzundrao' signifies 'meet me.' 

(k) Numbers: 'Sisarahili Sogaeadu' translates to 

'one,' and 'Sisarahili Soromaasi' introduces 

number markers into place naming. 

The aforementioned examples illustrate the 

versatility of 'hili,' which readily combines with diverse 

ecological elements. These elements encompass 

attributes associated with geographical features, 

including characteristics, river names, flora, tools, 

fauna, legendary individuals, resemblances, contents, 

activities, and numerical attributes, each contributing 

distinct layers of significance to the toponymy of the 

Nias Regency. Collectively, these examples 

underscore the multifaceted nature of the term 'hili' 

within the context of place naming. It serves as a 

linguistic bridge connecting the physical 

characteristics of the environment, cultural attributes, 

and the diverse range of human activities carried out 

within these locales. 

In essence, these findings illuminate the symbiotic 

relationship between language and the environment, 

emphasizing that language not only conveys 

information but also encapsulates the very essence of 

the surroundings in Nias Regency. This implies a 

deeper understanding of the rich interplay between 

language, culture, and geography, shedding light on the 

intricate tapestry of human-environment interaction in 

this unique linguistic landscape 

3.2. Ecological Significance of Plant-Based 

Village Names in Nias Regency  

This descriptive qualitative study into the ecological 

elements embedded within the names of villages in 

Nias Regency, which encompass a diverse range of 

plant species and combinations with geographical and 

abstract elements. The Table 3.3 presented the data, 

that elucidate the ecological relevance and cultural 

implications of these names. 

 

 

Table 3.3: Names of villages affiliated with plants 

Plant Names The Name of the Plant Combined 

with The Place 

The Name of a Plant That Combines 

with Other Forms 

botohaenga, sohoya, akhelauwe, 

somi, baruzo, tulumbaho salo'o, 

biouti, baruzö, we'a-we'a, holi, 

lewa-lewa, lewuoguru, tuhegafoa, 

tuhembuasi, tuhemberua, somolo-

molo, sihare’o, sisobawino, 

sogaeadu 

hili höru, hiliweto gido, hiligafoa, 

sisarahili bawolato, hilina'a tafuo, 

hiligodu somolo-molo, dahadano 

botombawo, hilihao cugala, huno 

somolo-molo, sisobawino, somi 

botogo'o, hilimbana, lewuombanua, 

Tetegeo Na'ai, Tetehosi, Hilimbowo 

Botomuzoi, Ehosakhozi, Laowo 

Hilimbaruzo 

hili höru, hiliweto gido, hiligafoa, 

sisarahili bawolato, hilina'a tafuo, 

hiligodu somolo-molo, dahadano 

botombawo, hilihao cugala, huno 

somolo-molo, sisobawino, somi 

botogo'o, hilimbana, lewuombanua, 

Tetegeo Na'ai, Tetehosi, Hilimbowo 

Botomuzoi, Ehosakhozi, Laowo 

Hilimbaruzo 
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Table 3.3 presents an exhaustive compilation of 

village names affiliated with plants in Nias Regency. 

The data therein can be distilled into three distinct 

categories: names of plants used independently, names 

of plants combined with geographical locations, and 

names of plants combined with abstract forms other 

than places. This categorization allows us to discern 

patterns and variations in the utilization of plant-based 

nomenclature within the region. 

1) Variety of Plant Groups: The analysis reveals 

that there are twelve plant groups employed in 

naming villages in Nias Regency. These 

encompass a wide spectrum of ecological 

elements, including trees, plants, bamboo, palm, 

areca nut, bananas, noni, grass, moss, flowers, 

weeds, and seeds. This diversity underscores the 

intricate relationship between the local ecosystem 

and the cultural identity of these villages. 

2) Purely Plant Names: Notably, there are 

seventeen village names that are purely derived 

from the names of plants. These names span a 

range of plant categories, including trees, plants, 

bamboo, areca nut, banana, noni, grass, and moss. 

This indicates a deep-rooted connection between 

the villages and the specific plant species from 

which they derive their names, suggesting an 

ecological reverence for these plants. 

3) Combination with Geographical Locations: In 

contrast, nineteen village names incorporate both 

plant names and geographical locations such as 

hills, public places, and beaches. This blending of 

ecological elements with geographical features 

highlights the inhabitants' appreciation of the 

natural surroundings and their desire to 

incorporate them into the fabric of their cultural 

identity. 

4) Combination with Abstract Forms: Lastly, there 

are four village names that combine plant names 

with abstract forms other than places. These 

abstract forms include directions (e.g., east), 

containers, and places of offerings, among others. 

This fusion of plant-based nomenclature with 

abstract concepts suggests a deeper symbolic 

connection between the villagers and the plant 

species, possibly rooted in traditional beliefs or 

practices. 
 

These plant-based names reflect a profound 

connection between the local culture and the natural 

environment. The data is multifaceted as being 

presented in these three contexts: 

• Cultural Preservation: These plant-based village 

names serve as a testament to the enduring 

relationship between the Nias community and 

their natural surroundings. They are a means of 

preserving and celebrating local ecological 

knowledge and traditions. 

• Ecological Awareness: The diversity of plant 

species integrated into village names highlights 

the ecological richness of the region. This 

ecological awareness can contribute to 

conservation efforts and sustainable practices 

within Nias Regency. 

• Tourism and Identity: The unique and meaningful 

village names can be leveraged to promote 

tourism, fostering a sense of identity and pride 

among the inhabitants. This, in turn, can have 

economic and social benefits for the community. 

 

These analysis and interpretation of the data   

underscore the importance of understanding the 

ecological elements of plant-based village names in 

Nias Regency. These names not only reflect the rich 

biodiversity of the region but also hold cultural, 

ecological, and economic significance.  The diversity 

of plant species integrated into the names of villages 

serves as a testament to the rich ecological knowledge 

and cultural heritage of the region. This study invites 

further exploration into the ecological and cultural 

significance of language, emphasizing the importance 

of preserving and understanding the intricate 

relationships between humans and their environment. 

3.3 Ecological Significance of River-Based 

Village Names in Nias Regency  

In this section, we present the results of our 

descriptive qualitative study, focusing on the analysis 

and interpretation of the data related to river ecological 

elements in village names. The data presented in Table 

4 below elucidate the significance of rivers and their 

attributes in the naming of villages within the study 

area. Our study revealed that a total of 21 villages 

incorporate river-related elements into their names. T 

These elements serve as vital components of the 

village identities. Our study identified 21 villages that 

incorporate river names or river-related elements into 

their village names. Among these villages, we 

observed a variety of naming patterns, revealing a deep 

connection between the local environment and the 

nomenclature of these communities. The specifics of 

these village names are summarized in Table 3.4 

below:
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Table 3.4: Village Names Related to Rivers 

River Element Village Names Meaning/Interpretation 

River Name Hou Village, Ladea Village, Soewe Village Direct reference to the river names in 

village nomenclature. 

Central River Balohili Botomuzoi, Banua Sibohou Botomuzoi, 

Fulolo Botomuzoi, Hiligodu Botomuzoi, 

Hilihambawa Botomuzoi, Hilimbowo Botomuzoi, 

Lasara Botomuzoi, Simanaere Botomuzoi, Sifaoroasi 

Ulugawo, Sisobahili Ulugawo 

Emphasizing the Botomuzoi and Ulugawo 

rivers as central geographical features. 

River Contents Tulumbaho Village, La'uri, Lauri, Loloana'a Gido Describing specific characteristics or 

elements associated with rivers, such as 

waterfalls, black soil, and gold content. 

River 

Conditions/Events 

Balale Toba'a Village, Lasara Idanoi Reflecting conditions and events related to 

rivers, such as blocked flow and 

confluence before reaching the sea. 

River Activities Sisobahili Village Highlighting the importance of rivers as a 

central part of community life, traversing 

multiple villages. 

Things in the River Ononamolo Talafu Village, Sifaoroasi Uluhou 

Village 

Referencing specific objects or phenomena 

within the river, such as individuals and 

visible sea states. 

Our analysis reveals several key insights: 

(a) Direct River Name References: Hou, Ladea, and 

Soewe Villages directly adopt the names of rivers, 

underscoring the significance of these specific 

water bodies in the local cultural and geographical 

landscape. 

(b) Central River Emphasis: Numerous villages 

incorporate "Botomuzoi" and "Ulugawo" into their 

names, emphasizing the importance of these central 

rivers as defining geographical features within the 

region. 

(c) River Characteristics: Some village names, such 

as Tulumbaho, La'uri, Lauri, and Loloana'a Gido, 

describe specific attributes or features associated 

with rivers, providing insights into the ecological 

and geological diversity of the area. 

(d) River Conditions and Events: Villages like Balale 

Toba'a and Lasara Idanoi reference river conditions 

and events, shedding light on the historical and 

environmental dynamics of these rivers. 

(e) River-Centric Community: Sisobahili Village 

reflects the deep integration of rivers into the local 

community, signifying their essential role in daily 

life and settlement patterns. 

(f) Objects and Phenomena in Rivers: Ononamolo 

Talafu and Sifaoroasi Uluhou Village incorporate 

references to objects or phenomena found within 

the rivers, suggesting the influence of these 

elements on local identity and perception. 

 

Furthermore, it is notable that the Botomuzoi river 

emerges as the most dominant river associated with 

village names, followed by the Sifaoroasi Ulugawo 

river and Sisobahili Ulugawo river, which underscores 

their paramount importance in the local lexicon. 

In conclusion, the village names related to river 

ecological elements uncovered in this study provide 

valuable insights into the intricate relationship between 

the local culture and the environment. These names not 

only serve as markers of geographical locations but 

also reflect the ecological, historical, and cultural 

significance of rivers in the lives of the communities 

residing in this region. This interpretation enriches our 

understanding of how language and landscape intersect 

in the construction of village identities and contributes 

to the broader discourse on place-based naming 

practices. 

3.4 Ecological Significance of Animal-Based 

Village Names in Nias Regency 

This section offers a comprehensive overview of 

village names that are intrinsically linked to various 

animals within the region. This qualitative study The 

findings identified a total of seven village names, each 

intricately connected to distinct animal species. The 

significance of these animal names transcends mere 

labels; they serve as linguistic markers deeply rooted in 

the local ecosystem and culture. 

The data presented in Table 3.4 illuminates the 

prevalence of animal-inspired village names within 

Nias regency, thereby establishing a captivating 

connection between the human settlement and the 

surrounding natural world. 
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Table 3.5: Village Names Related to Animal Names 

Village Name Meaning/Interpretation 

Gajamanu 'very large cock, beyond normal size' 

Gazamanu 'very large cock, beyond normal size' 

Lolozasai 'Zasai's bird in the thick forest' 

Hiligogowaya maliwa'a 'the great long-beaked birds of the hills' 

Laira 'certain fish that has large size' 

Sandruta 'venomous dragon' 

Tetehosi 'green fly (teteho)', tete 'surface, top and hosi 'center/main' 

Hiliweto Gela 'a type of bee (weto); type of bee (gela)' 

Table 3.5 provides a glimpse into the rich tapestry 

of animal-inspired nomenclature prevalent in the 

region. These names resonate with the vibrant natural 

environment and signify a profound connection 

between the villagers and their ecological 

surroundings. 

1) Gajamanu: This village's name pays homage to a 

'very large cock, beyond normal size.' It 

epitomizes the reverence for nature's grandeur, 

emphasizing the prominence of this particular bird 

species within the ecological tapestry of the 

region. 

2) Gazamanu: Similar to Gajamanu, Gazamanu 

further accentuates the colossal nature of this 

unique avian presence. 

3) Lolozasai: The village name Lolozasai draws its 

inspiration from 'Zasai's bird in the thick forest,' 

emphasizing the rich biodiversity of Nias 

regency's dense woodlands. 

4) Hiligogowaya Maliwa'a: This village name is a 

poetic tribute to 'the great long-beaked birds of the 

hills,' signifying a profound connection between 

the local topography and the avian life it supports. 

5) Laira: The village name Laira is rooted in 'certain 

fish that has a large size,' underscoring the 

ecological importance of piscine species in the 

region's aquatic ecosystems. 

6) Sandruta: In contrast, Sandruta takes on a more 

mythical tone, with its name referencing a 

'venomous dragon.' This exemplifies the fusion of 

local folklore with the natural world, showcasing 

the cultural significance of such creatures. 

7) Tetehosi: The village Tetehosi finds its name from 

'green fly (teteho)', where 'tete' conveys 'surface, 

top' and 'hosi' denotes 'center/main.' This intricate 

naming suggests a keen observation of insect life 

and the nuanced categorization of these tiny 

creatures. 

 

8) Hiliweto Gela: Lastly, Hiliweto Gela embraces 

the essence of 'a type of bee (weto)' and 'a type of 

bee (gela).' This dual reference accentuates the 

importance of pollinators in the region's 

ecosystem. 

The significance of these animal-related village 

names extends beyond mere lexical choices. Upon 

careful analysis, it becomes evident that the animals 

chosen hold distinct features that make them 

emblematic of their respective locales. Notably, the 

animals include (1) chickens, (2) birds, (3) bees, (4) 

flies, (5) dragons, and (6) fish, each representing 

unique ecological and cultural aspects. 

One key interpretation of this data lies in the 

symbolic importance attached to the size of these 

animals. Particularly, the emphasis on 'very large cock' 

and 'certain fish that has large size' in the village names 

highlights the cultural reverence for and dependence on 

large and robust fauna within the region. This 

reverence may be indicative of the ecological 

significance of such species, potentially serving as 

sources of sustenance or as symbols of prosperity. 

In essence, the presence of these animal names in 

village nomenclature serves as a testament to the 

intricate interplay between the local culture and the 

surrounding environment. Moreover, the use of animal 

names in village nomenclature within Nias regency 

goes beyond mere labels; it reflects a holistic 

understanding of the environment and its intricate 

relationship with the local culture. These names serve 

as a linguistic bridge between the community and their 

surroundings, emphasizing the ecological significance 

of each chosen animal. 

3.5. Ecological elements of equipment-Based 

Village Names in Nias Regency 

The data presented here offer a comprehensive 

analysis and original interpretation of the ecological 

elements associated i.e., equipment with village names 

in Nias Regency, shedding light on the rich tapestry of 

meanings encapsulated within these nomenclatures. 
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Further. Table 3.6, presents a compendium of village 

names in Nias Regency that draw their inspiration from 

a fascinating array of equipment and implements. 

These names provide a window into the cultural and 

ecological significance of these tools within the local 

community. 

Table 3.6: Village Names in Nias Derived from Equipment Names 

Village Name Equipment Association 

Warokha/ 'hammer, stone crusher' 

Hiliwarokha 
 

Tagaule 'place to hang on' 

Loloana'a Gido ‘gold’ 

Hilizia Lauru 'stones in the form of liters, one laura is 
 

equivalent to five liters of rice' 

Biouti 'a place to store food (uti)' 

Bobozioli Loloanaa 'various equipment: zioli 'machete', tölö 
 

'dregs', ana'a 'gold' 

Bozihona 'areas close to the sea and the people have 
 

special equipment', bozi 'punching equipment' 

Hiliono Zega ‘small fish trap (onozega)’ 

Mondrali 'sharpening stone or grinding stone' 

Saiwahili Hiliadulo 'nets used on hills, egg-shaped' 

Saitagaramba 'concern with traditional musical instruments 
 

(garamba)' 

The data in Table 3.6 unveils a profound 

connection between village nomenclature and the 

ecological elements embedded within the local culture 

of Nias Regency. Notably, it highlights that 11 distinct 

types of equipment have influenced the naming of 

villages in this region. These equipment categories are 

as follows: 

1) Small Fishing Traps: Village names like 

"Hiliono Zega" draw inspiration from small fish 

traps, emphasizing the significance of fishing and 

animal husbandry in the community. 

2) Jewelry: The term 'Loloana'a Gido,' which 

translates to 'gold,' reflects the cultural importance 

of jewelry-making and precious metals. 

3) Carpentry: Village names such as "Hilizia Lauru" 

associate with stones used for measurement, 

suggesting the relevance of carpentry and 

construction practices. 

4) A Place to Store Food: The name "Biouti" 

directly links to a place for food storage (uti), 

indicating the importance of food preservation. 

5) Size: Certain village names like "Saiwahili 

Hiliadulo" are evocative of the size or shape of 

equipment, particularly nets used in hilly terrains. 

6) Music: Lastly, the village name "Saitagaramba" 

underscores the community's appreciation for 

traditional musical instruments (garamba). 

This original interpretation underscores the 

intricate interplay between local culture, ecological 

elements, and the nomenclature of villages in Nias 

Regency. It accentuates the cultural significance of 

equipment and implements in shaping the identity and 

nomenclature of these communities, thereby providing 

valuable insights into the 'so what' of this descriptive 

qualitative study. Nevertheless, these findings not only 

elucidate the tangible presence of equipment-related 

elements in the village names but also underscore the 

cultural, historical, and ecological dimensions 

intertwined with the utilization of equipment in Nias 

regency. This intricate interplay between linguistic 

symbolism and the utilitarian world of equipment 

showcases the rich tapestry of traditions and practices 

that shape the region's identity. 
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3.6. Ecological elements of events-Based 

Village Names in Nias Regency 

This section aims to provides a succinct 

compilation of village names in Nias Regency that are 

directly related to noteworthy events, specifically 

events characterized by distinctive sounds. It is 

important to note that these names, although rich in 

meaning, are relatively limited in number, which 

underscores their uniqueness and cultural significance. 
Our research has unveiled a captivating phenomenon 

in Nias Regency, where village names are intimately 

entwined with specific events or, more precisely, the 

sounds associated with these events. The 

distinctiveness of this linguistic phenomenon becomes 

evident when we consider the limited number of such 

names, as illustrated in Table 3.7. 

 

Table 3.7: Names of Villages in Nias Regency Related to Events 

Village Name Meaning 

Sindrondro 'terrific beat, rumble' 

Hiligodu Botomuzoi 'rowdy, noisy (godu)' 

Sirete 'noisy, sounds' 

The act of naming a village in connection to a 

specific event, particularly one characterized by a 

strong beat accompanied by a roar, embodies a 

profound mystical significance. This naming practice 

transcends mere nomenclature; it serves as a cultural 

repository of historical events, preserving the memory 

of these events for generations to come. The Table 3.7 

showcases a selection of village names in Nias 

Regency that are inextricably linked to specific events 

or auditory experiences. The meticulous analysis of 

these toponyms reveals a captivating pattern: the 

naming of villages is often informed by the occurrence 

of events characterized by a profound auditory impact, 

such as 'terrific beats' and 'rumbles'. 

Furthermore, the presence of village names 

associated with sounds underscores the sensory 

richness of Nias Regency's cultural tapestry. These 

names not only resonate with the auditory experiences 

of the past but also emphasize the importance of 

soundscapes in the region's cultural narrative. 

One of the most intriguing aspects of this naming 

practice is the underlying mystical connotation. The 

choice to name a village after an event involving a 

'strong beat accompanied by a roar' suggests a deep-

rooted connection between the community's linguistic 

traditions and their spiritual or cultural beliefs. This 

mystical aspect adds a layer of complexity to the 

toponyms, inviting further exploration into the cultural 

and historical narratives that underpin them. It compels 

us to recognize the profound cultural, historical, and 

ecological significance embedded in these seemingly 

simple names, inviting further exploration into the 

intricate relationship between language, culture, and 

the environment in Nias Regency. 

In addition to events characterized by formidable 

sounds, we also encountered village names that are 

directly related to sounds themselves. 'Noisy' and 

'sounds' are terms that, while seemingly 

straightforward, offer a glimpse into the intricate 

relationship between language and the sensory 

experiences of the Nias Regency community. These 

names, though less overtly mystical, serve as a 

testament to the rich tapestry of sensory perception that 

informs the toponymic landscape of the region. 

3.7. Ecological elements of supernatural or 

magical-Based Village Names in Nias Regency 

This section delve into the intriguing realm of 

ecological elements intertwined with supernatural and 

magical entities within the Nias Regency. The village 

names in this region. Through the analysis, we have 

deciphered the hidden meanings and origins of these 

village names, shedding light on the significance of 

these names in the socio-cultural and ecological 

landscape of Nias Regency.  

The following Table 3.8 outlines the village names 

along with their respective interpretations, revealing 

the profound connections between the supernatural and 

ecological elements within the Nias Regency: 
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Table 3.8: Village Names Derived from Magical-Smelling Objects 

Village Name Interpretation 

Hiliganoita 'a holy person (Ganoita) residing somewhere', 'fertile ground' 

Huo ‘name of ancestor (Hia-Ho)’ 

Lahemo 'magic grand father' 

Awela 'haunted and scary place (awela)', 'supernatural creature (bela)' 

Sihare'o Sogaeadu ‘offering place (sogae)’ 

Gajamanu 
 

Gazamanu 'magic makes a chicken statue of supernatural power symbol' 

Table 3.8 presents a comprehensive list of village 

names, shedding light on their origins and the profound 

symbolism that underlies them. Through rigorous 

analysis, we have identified and encapsulate the 

essence of these names: the supernatural power of 

figures and the significance of places.  Each village 

name holds a story within its syllables, and by 

dissecting these linguistic components, we can unravel 

the deep-seated supernatural or magical elements 

associated with them. 

1) Hiliganoita: The name "Hiliganoita" can be 

deconstructed into "a holy person (Ganoita) 

residing somewhere" and "fertile ground." This 

suggests a reverence for sacred individuals and a 

recognition of the spiritual significance of the land, 

underscoring the interplay between the mystical 

and the terrestrial. 

2) Huo: Derived from "name of ancestor (Hia-Ho)," 

the village name "Huo" pays homage to ancestral 

lineage, invoking the presence of revered 

forebears. This connection between ancestry and 

the supernatural underscores the cultural 

importance of lineage in Nias Regency. 

3) Lahemo: "Lahemo" translates to "magic grand 

father," evoking the image of a venerable figure 

possessing supernatural powers. This name 

exemplifies the integration of the supernatural into 

familial heritage. 

4) Awela: "Awela" signifies a "haunted and scary 

place" and is associated with "supernatural 

creature (bela)." This name reflects the mystique 

and eerie qualities of the location, emphasizing the 

presence of supernatural entities. 

5) Sihare'o Sogaeadu: "Sihare'o Sogaeadu" is linked 

to an "offering place (sogae)." This name suggests 

a site of spiritual significance where offerings are 

made, reinforcing the spiritual and magical 

connotations of the village. 

6) Gajamanu and Gazamanu: These names are 

connected to "magic" and describe a "chicken 

statue of supernatural power symbol." The 

presence of magical symbolism in these names 

highlights the mystical elements associated with 

these villages. 

The significance of these village names extends 

beyond mere linguistic labels. They serve as windows 

into the cultural and spiritual landscape of the Nias 

Regency. Our interpretation of this data also highlights 

two key aspects: 

(1) Supernatural Figures: Village names like 

Hiliganoita, Huo, Lahemo, and Gazanamu 

reference figures deeply embedded in Nias 

folklore, each endowed with supernatural 

attributes. For example, Hiliganoita invokes the 

presence of Ganoita, a revered figure symbolizing 

spiritual sanctity and fertile land—an essential 

ecological resource. Huo's name pays tribute to 

ancestral connections, highlighting the 

intertwining of ecological heritage and cultural 

identity. Lahemo, linked to a "magic grandfather," 

hints at the mystical elements shaping the local 

worldview, while Gazanamu suggests a 

connection to magical practices, enriching the 

community's tapestry of supernatural beliefs  

(2)  Places of Significance: Village names like Awela 

and Sihare'o Sogaeadu shed light on locations 

marked by their eerie and supernatural 

connotations. Awela, denoting a "haunted and 

scary place," hints at a unique ecological 

landscape intertwined with ghostly folklore. The 

name Sihare'o Sogaeadu emphasizes its role as an 

"offering place," highlighting the ecological rituals 

and practices integral to the region's culture and 

environment. 

In summary, the analysis of village names in Nias 

Regency goes beyond linguistic exploration; it unveils 

the symbiotic relationship between the supernatural, 
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ecological elements, and the cultural heritage of the 

region. This research not only enriches our 

understanding of the Nias culture but also underscores 

the importance of ecological aspects in shaping and 

preserving local identities.  

Furthermore, it prompts us to contemplate the 

intricate interplay of language, culture, and the 

environment. Nevertheless, through our data analysis 

and original interpretation, we have highlighted the 

ecological elements of supernatural or magical 

phenomena embedded in these names. Therefore, this 

exploration offers valuable insights into the cultural, 

spiritual, and environmental aspects that intertwine in 

the lives of the local community. 

3.8. Ecological elements of numbers 

In this section, we delve into the analysis and 

interpretation of the data obtained from village names 

in Nias Regency, specifically focusing on the 

association between these names and ecological 

elements of numbers.  The analysis provides a 

comprehensive overview of village names in Nias 

encapsulates a unique narrative that intertwines 

numerical symbolism with the geographical and 

cultural context of the region. Table 3.9, presented 

below, presents village names in Nias Regency 

alongside their respective ecological elements of 

numbers:

Table 3.9: Village Names Associated with Ecological Elements of Numbers 

Village Name Ecological Elements of Numbers 

Siofaewali Selatan 'fourth (siofa)', page (ewali) 

Siofabanua 'fourth (siofa)', village (banua) into one area 

Siofaewali 'fourth (siofa)', page (ewali)' 

Sitolubanua 'three (sitolu) villages (banua)' 

Lasara Botomuzoi 'the first village (lasara) in the Botomuzoi river area' 

Sisarahili Sogaeadu 'one (sara) hill, the first and only hill in the village' 

Sisaratandrawa 'one (si, sara), goal (tandrawa)', 'trigger (tandrawa)' 

The revelation of these ecological elements of 

numbers in village names offers profound insights into 

the cultural and historical tapestry of Nias Regency. 

These numerical associations are not mere linguistic 

coincidences but, rather, reflections of the intricate 

relationship between the local communities and their 

environment. The 'so what' question can be addressed 

in the following ways: 

1) Cultural Significance: The presence of 'one,' 

'three,' and 'four' in village names underscores the 

cultural significance attached to numerical 

symbolism. It suggests that numbers hold a pivotal 

role in shaping the identities and perceptions of 

these communities within their ecological 

contexts. 

2) Spatial Organization: The numerical 

associations in village names may imply specific 

spatial divisions or hierarchies within the region, 

offering valuable insights into the historical 

settlement patterns and organization of Nias 

Regency. 

3) Ecological Awareness: These numerical 

associations reflect the inhabitants' keen 

ecological awareness, as numbers are linked to 

their environment and the resources it provides. 

This ecological consciousness could have 

implications for sustainable practices and resource 

management. 

In essence, the ecological elements of numbers in 

Nias Regency's village names go beyond linguistic 

curiosity; they offer a window into the cultural, 

historical, and ecological intricacies that shape the 

region. Understanding these associations enriches our 

comprehension of the intricate relationship between 

language, culture, and the natural world, thereby 

contributing to a deeper appreciation of Nias Regency's 

heritage. 

 Therefore, analysis in this sub-section unravels 

the intricate tapestry of numerical elements embedded 

in village names within Nias Regency, shedding light 

on the deep-rooted cultural and environmental 

connections that shape the region's toponymy. The 

prevalence of 'hili' as a dominant ecological element 

underscores the profound influence of the local 

landscape on linguistic constructs, affirming the 

symbiotic relationship between nature and culture in 

this distinctive corner of the world. 
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4. Discussion 

The main objective of this study was to explore the 

ecological significance of village names in Nias 

Regency. Through qualitative research methods and 

interviews with knowledgeable informants, the 

researchers collected data on the linguistic and 

ecological dimensions inherent in the village names. 

The analysis of this data revealed a close connection 

between language, culture, and the environment in the 

naming of Nias villages.  

The findings of the study highlight the rich 

ecological and cultural significance embedded in the 

village names of Nias Regency. The village names 

incorporate various ecological elements such as hills or 

mountains, vegetation, rivers, animals, equipment, 

events, supernatural objects, and numbers. These 

elements reflect the deep connection between the local 

community and their natural surroundings. By 

recognizing the intricate interplay between language, 

culture, and the natural world, we can gain a deeper 

appreciation for the importance of preserving and 

protecting our linguistic and cultural heritage (Darheni, 

2021). This study highlights the need to value and 

safeguard indigenous languages and knowledge 

systems, as they hold valuable insights into sustainable 

relationships with the environment. 

4.1 Ecological Significance of Village Naming 

The analysis of village names in Nias Regency 

revealed a diverse range of ecological elements 

embedded within them. These elements include hills or 

mountains, vegetation, rivers, animals, equipment, 

events, supernatural objects, and numbers. Each of 

these elements reflects the close connection between 

language, culture, and the environment in Nias 

Regency. The presence of ecological elements in 

village names highlights the deep-rooted relationship 

between the local community and their natural 

surroundings. The naming of villages based on hills or 

mountains signifies the significance of these 

geographical features in shaping the landscape and 

providing a sense of place (Vilbrandt et al., 2004).  

Similarly, the inclusion of vegetation in village 

names reflects the rich biodiversity of the region and 

the importance of plants in the lives of the local 

community (Kong et al., 2021). Rivers play a crucial 

role in the ecological and cultural fabric of Nias 

Regency (Ren et al., 2021). The incorporation of river 

names in village names signifies the importance of 

these water bodies in providing resources, 

transportation, and livelihoods for the community (Ren 

et al., 2021). Animals, both real and mythical, are also 

prominently featured in village names, highlighting the 

cultural and ecological significance of these creatures 

in the local environment (Boonzaaier & Wels, 2017).  

Furthermore, the presence of equipment and 

events in village names reflects the historical and 

cultural practices of the community (Tonta, 2009). 

These names serve as reminders of traditional activities 

and occupations that have shaped the local identity and 

way of life (Tonta, 2009). Supernatural objects and 

numbers in village names add a mystical and symbolic 

dimension, reflecting the spiritual beliefs and cultural 

heritage of the community (Isa et al., 2018).  

The ecological aspects embedded in village names 

play a crucial role in shaping and preserving local 

identities. They serve as markers of the community's 

deep connection to the environment and their unique 

cultural heritage. By naming villages based on 

ecological elements, the local community reaffirms 

their relationship with the natural world and reinforces 

their sense of belonging. Preserving and understanding 

these ecological aspects in village names is essential 

for maintaining the cultural and environmental heritage 

of Nias Regency. It allows for the recognition and 

appreciation of the intricate interplay between 

language, culture, and the environment. By 

highlighting the importance of these ecological 

elements, this study contributes to the preservation of 

local identities and the promotion of sustainable 

practices that respect and protect the natural world. In 

conclusion, the analysis of village names in Nias 

Regency reveals a rich tapestry of ecological elements 

that reflect the close connection between language, 

culture, and the environment. These elements, such as 

hills or mountains, vegetation, rivers, animals, 

equipment, events, supernatural objects, and numbers, 

serve as important markers of the community's 

relationship with their natural surroundings and 

cultural heritage. Understanding and preserving these 

ecological aspects is crucial for maintaining the unique 

identity and sustainable practices of Nias Regency. 

In conclusion, the analysis of village names in 

Nias Regency reveals a rich tapestry of ecological 

elements that reflect the close connection between 

language, culture, and the environment. These 

elements, such as hills or mountains, vegetation. 

4.2 Language and the Environment  

Language plays a crucial role in the naming of 

Nias villages and serves as a powerful tool for 

expressing the ecological elements embedded within 

these names. It serves as a verbal expression that allows 

the local community to state, express, strengthen, and 

describe the relationship between language, culture, 

and the natural world (Kusters, 2012; Perfors & 

Navarro, 2014; Zhao et al., 2021). Through the use of 

language, the local community in Nias Regency has 

developed a rich vocabulary that reflects their deep 

understanding and connection to the environment. 

Words and phrases are carefully chosen to capture the 

essence of the ecological elements present in village 

names (Suryani, 2022). For example, the use of specific 

terms to describe hills or mountains reflects the unique 

characteristics of these geographical features, such as 

their shape, size, or prominence (Zhao et al., 2021). 
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Furthermore, language is used to express the 

significance of vegetation in village names. Words are 

carefully selected to describe the types of plants, their 

abundance, or their role in the local ecosystem. This 

linguistic expression not only reflects the ecological 

diversity of the region but also highlights the cultural 

and economic importance of plants in the lives of the 

local community (Suryani, 2022). 

Language also serves as a means to describe the 

presence of rivers in village names (Perfors & Navarro, 

2014). Specific terms are used to convey the size, flow, 

or importance of these water bodies. Through 

language, the local community expresses their deep 

appreciation for the ecological services provided by 

rivers, such as water supply, transportation, and the 

support of biodiversity (Putro, 2016; Zhao et al., 2021). 

Moreover, language is used to describe the animals 

present in village names, both real and mythical. Words 

are carefully chosen to capture the characteristics, 

behaviors, or cultural significance of these creatures. 

This linguistic expression reflects the close relationship 

between the local community and the animal kingdom, 

highlighting the ecological and cultural importance of 

these creatures in the natural world (Kusters, 2012). 

The intricate interplay between language, culture, 

and the natural world is evident in the naming of Nias 

villages. Language serves as a medium through which 

the local community expresses their ecological 

knowledge, cultural values, and spiritual beliefs. It is 

through language that the ecological elements 

embedded in village names are preserved, transmitted, 

and celebrated (Putro, 2016; Zhao et al., 2021). 

In conclusion, language plays a vital role in the 

naming of Nias villages and serves as a powerful tool 

for expressing the ecological elements present in these 

names. It allows the local community to state, express, 

strengthen, and describe their deep connection to the 

environment. The intricate interplay between language, 

culture, and the natural world is evident in the linguistic 

expression found in village names. 

4.3 Cultural and Spiritual Aspects  

The village names in Nias Regency not only reflect 

the ecological elements of the natural environment but 

also encompass cultural and spiritual dimensions 

(George, 1999). These dimensions are evident in the 

inclusion of supernatural or magical phenomena in the 

names, adding a mystical and symbolic layer to the 

local community's connection with their surroundings 

(George, 1999). The presence of supernatural or 

magical elements in village names signifies the deep-

rooted spiritual beliefs and cultural heritage of the local 

community (Wardana et al., 2022). These elements 

may include references to mythical creatures, sacred 

objects, or supernatural events (Wardana et al., 2022). 

For example, village names like "Bawomataluo" and 

"Bawomataluo Hilisataro" incorporate the term 

"Bawoma," which refers to a mythical creature 

believed to possess supernatural powers (Wardana et 

al., 2022).  

These supernatural or magical elements hold 

significant meaning in the lives of the local community. 

They are not merely linguistic expressions but are 

deeply intertwined with cultural practices, rituals, and 

beliefs (Gea, 2022). The inclusion of these elements in 

village names serves as a reminder of the community's 

spiritual connection to the natural world and their 

reverence for the unseen forces that shape their 

environment (Gea, 2022). Furthermore, the presence of 

supernatural or magical elements in village names 

contributes to a deeper appreciation of Nias Regency's 

heritage. It invites further exploration into the cultural 

and historical narratives that underpin these names, 

providing insights into the community's worldview, 

cosmology, and traditional knowledge systems (Ahdar 

et al., 2021).  

The inclusion of these elements also fosters a sense 

of pride and identity among the local community. It 

reinforces their unique cultural heritage and serves as a 

reminder of their distinct place in the world (Sitepu et 

al., 2021). By preserving and celebrating these cultural 

and spiritual aspects, the community maintains a strong 

connection to their roots and ensures the continuity of 

their traditions for future generations (Sitepu et al., 

2021). Understanding and valuing these cultural and 

spiritual aspects is essential for the preservation and 

promotion of Nias Regency's rich cultural and 

environmental heritage. 

4.4 Numerical Elements in Village Names: 

The analysis and interpretation of the numerical 

elements present in village names in Nias Regency 

provide valuable insights into the association between 

these elements and ecological aspects (Schluter & 

Conte, 2009). These numerical elements reflect the 

cultural significance attached to numerical symbolism 

and highlight the deep connection between language, 

culture, and the natural environment (Rothier et al., 

2017).  

The presence of numerical elements in village 

names suggests a deliberate choice by the local 

community to incorporate numerical symbolism into 

their toponymy. These numerical associations go 

beyond linguistic curiosity and hold cultural 

significance (Rothier et al., 2017). For example, village 

names like "Siofa ewali" and "Sitolu banua" include the 

numerical elements "fourth" and "three," respectively. 

These numerical associations signify the importance or 

hierarchy of these villages within the region (Schluter 

& Conte, 2009).  

The numerical elements in village names also have 

ecological implications. They reflect the inhabitants' 

keen ecological awareness and their deep connection to 

the environment. Numbers are linked to the natural 

world and the resources it provides (Uzelac et al., 

2020). For instance, the presence of the number "three" 
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in village names may signify the presence of three 

villages in a particular area, highlighting the ecological 

diversity and resource distribution within the region 

(Uzelac et al., 2020).  

Furthermore, the cultural and environmental 

connections that shape the region’s toponymy are 

evident in the use of numerical elements in village 

names. These elements reflect the intricate interplay 

between language, culture, and the natural world. They 

provide a unique lens through which the local 

community expresses their ecological knowledge, 

cultural values, and spiritual beliefs (Silva & Dias, 

2018). Understanding the cultural and environmental 

connections in the numerical elements enriches our 

appreciation of the deep-rooted relationship between 

language, culture, and the natural world in Nias 

Regency. It highlights the importance of numerical 

symbolism in shaping the identities and perceptions of 

the local communities within their ecological contexts. 

It also emphasizes the inhabitants’ ecological 

awareness and their recognition of the resources 

provided by the environment (Schluter & Conte, 2009). 

 In conclusion, the numerical elements present in 

village names in Nias Regency offer insights into the 

association between these elements and ecological 

aspects. They reflect the cultural significance attached 

to numerical symbolism, provide spatial divisions or 

hierarchies within the region, and signify the 

inhabitants' ecological awareness. Understanding the 

cultural and environmental connections in the 

numerical elements enriches our appreciation of the 

deep-rooted relationship between language, culture, 

and the natural world in Nias Regency. 

4.5 Implications and Future Directions 

This study's findings hold substantial implications 

for understanding the intricate relationship between 

language, culture, and the environment, revealing the 

cultural and environmental associations shaping 

toponymy through numerical elements in village 

names, emphasizing the cultural significance of 

numerical symbolism and local ecological awareness 

(Smith & Kirby, 2008). It also significantly contributes 

to language studies by highlighting language's role in 

conveying ecological knowledge, cultural values, and 

identity within ecological contexts, expanding our 

understanding of the intertwining of language and 

culture with the natural world through the analysis of 

numerical components in village names (Reyes-García 

et al., 2014). 

Looking ahead, there are promising avenues for 

future research. One involves a comprehensive 

examination of the socio-cultural significance of 

village names, including their historical and social 

contexts and associated cultural practices and rituals 

(Chiblow & Meighan, 2021). This research can deepen 

our understanding of toponymy's cultural and social 

dimensions. Another area of interest is the impact of 

language on environmental conservation efforts, where 

language and naming practices influence people's 

environmental attitudes and behaviors (Metz, 2018), 

offering potential for improved conservation strategies. 

In summary, this study's findings yield valuable 

insights into the intricate relationship among language, 

culture, and the environment (Smith & Kirby, 2008). It 

makes a substantial contribution to language studies 

and ecological research by elucidating the cultural and 

environmental dimensions woven into village names 

(Smith & Kirby, 2008; Reyes-García et al., 2014). 

Prospects for future research lie in a deeper exploration 

of the socio-cultural significance of village names and 

an examination of language's impact on environmental 

conservation efforts (Chiblow & Meighan, 2021; Metz, 

2018). Pursuing these avenues promises to advance our 

understanding of how language, culture, and the 

environment interact, ultimately aiding in the 

preservation of both cultural and ecological heritage 

(Chiblow & Meighan, 2021; Metz, 2018). 

Furthermore, the practical implications of this 

study are evident, as the knowledge of ecological 

elements within village names can play a pivotal role 

in cultural preservation, fostering ecological 

awareness, and promoting tourism (Smith & Kirby, 

2008). Therefore, further investigations in this field can 

delve more profoundly into the socio-cultural 

significance of village names while exploring the 

influence of language on environmental conservation 

efforts, ultimately enhancing our understanding of the 

intricate connections that shape our perceptions of 

place and identity (Smith & Kirby, 2008; Chiblow & 

Meighan, 2021; Metz, 2018). 

4. Conclusion 

This study delves into the ecological importance 

of village names in Nias Regency, demonstrating their 

profound connection to language, culture, and the 

environment. Through extensive analysis of data 

provided by knowledgeable informants, a diverse 

range of ecological elements, encompassing hills, 

vegetation, rivers, animals, equipment, events, 

supernatural entities, and numbers, is identified as 

integral components in the nomenclature of villages. 

These elements underscore the deep fusion of natural 

features and resources within the cultural identity of the 

local community, highlighting an intricate ecological 

bond that defines Nias villages' identities. This research 

makes significant contributions to the fields of 

toponymy, ecological linguistics, and cultural identity 

by revealing the dynamic relationship between 

language and the environment in these villages, 

advocating for the preservation of linguistic diversity 

and indigenous knowledge in addressing 

environmental concerns and contributing to the global 

discourse on the relationship between language, culture, 

and the environment. 
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