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Foreword From the Editor in Chief

March 2023, Pekanbaru, Indonesia

As the Editor-in-Chief, |1 am delighted to welcome you to the first issue of Utamax:
Journal of Ultimate Research and Trends in Education for the year 2023! It gives me
great pleasure to present to you Volume 5, No.1 of Utamax Journal, which features
exceptional articles that provide valuable insights into current trends and issues in the

field of education.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all the contributing authors, reviewers,

members of LITA, and the current Editorial Board members for their hard work and
dedication in making this issue a reality. It is your contributions that have made Utamax a prestigious platform for
disseminating knowledge in the education sector. I would also like to extend my special thanks to the director of
LPPM-Unilak, Dr. David Setiawan M.T., and his team for their invaluable contributions towards the journal. Their

continued support and guidance have been instrumental in ensuring the success of Utamax Journal.

The latest issue of Utamax Journal showcases an exceptional collection of seven papers, each authored by experts
from various affiliations in Morocco, Indonesia, and Nigeria. This diverse set of contributions delves into a wide
range of topics within the field of education, offering valuable insights and practical solutions to pressing
challenges. These papers address a broad spectrum of issues, including gender equality in STEM education, the
internationalization of higher education, e-learning perceptions among students, and instructional strategies for
comprehension-focused input. The studies also explore social attitudes, environmental factors, and laws-
institutions that contribute to school dropouts, and the significance of assessment, evaluation, and monitoring in
Nigerian primary schools. The diversity and depth of these contributions make this issue of Utamax Journal a must-
read for anyone interested in the latest trends and research in education. We are proud to have brought together
these valuable insights from such a diverse range of experts, and we are confident that they will inspire new ideas

and progress in the field of education.

Jihane Benmassoud and Aicha Bouchara, two senior lecturers from Morocco, share their latest research on
"Women in STEM Education and Employment: Insights from University Students in Morocco." The study found
that young women and men studying in tertiary STEM education have more progressive views about gender in
their field of study compared to the broader society. The paper also emphasizes the need for change at both micro

and macro levels to address gender disparities in STEM education and employment.

Nurmala Elmin Simbolong's paper, "Using English Medium in Indonesian Vocational Higher Education:
Lecturers' Perspectives," highlights the need to bridge the gap in understanding the pedagogical implications of
English medium instruction (EMI) among lecturers. The study reveals that university stakeholders have limited
knowledge of EMI and its impact on vocational education, which underscores the importance of enhancing EMI

training and development programs for educators.

Fatchul Mu'in, et al., provide valuable insights into the perceptions of students using e-learning at Universitas

Lambung Mangkurat in their paper, "English Language Education Students' Perception of Using e-Learning." The
\Y



study found that students responded positively to the independent assessment of e-learning, which highlights the

potential of technology-assisted learning to enhance student engagement and academic performance.

Misnawati's latest study, "Instructional Strategy for Comprehensible Meaning-Focused Input: Backward Learning
Instruction," proposes a unique perspective for the learning process of reading and listening comprehension in
distance, blended, and autonomous learning. The study introduces backward learning instruction (BLI), which has
a positive impact on student self-paced learning. The findings suggest that BLI should be considered by EFL

teachers, learners, and material developers as a viable instructional strategy.

Marianus Yufrinalis and Stefanus Igolois Grenga Uran present "Social Attitudes, Environmental Factors, and
Laws-Institutions Impacts on School Dropouts: Case Studies in Sumba Island," which identifies three factors
responsible for school dropouts in West and Central Sumba regions: social attitudes, environmental factors, and
laws and institutions. The paper highlights the need for multi-dimensional approaches to address the complex and

interconnected factors that contribute to high dropout rates in certain regions.

Bambang Sulistyo, et al., discuss "From Speech to Text: Enhancing Descriptive Paragraph Writing with Unjuk
Tutur's Learning Model." The study demonstrates the effectiveness of the Unjuk tutur's learning model in
improving student learning outcomes in writing descriptive paragraphs. The model emphasizes the importance of
integrating speaking and writing skills, which aligns with the latest research on language acquisition and

development.

Finally, Mensah Prince Osiesi's paper, "Assessment, Evaluation and Monitoring of Teaching and Learning in
Nigeria Primary Schools: Challenges and Implications for Teachers," highlights the significance of assessment,
monitoring, and evaluation practices in Nigerian primary schools. The study identifies challenges hindering their
implementation and recommends ways to address them, which are crucial for building a robust primary education

system in Nigeria.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all of the authors for their exceptional contributions to this issue, which provides
valuable reports and articles on key practical and scientific issues in education across all disciplines. We welcome
submissions from authors around the world for future issues of Utamax Journal of Ultimate Research and Trends
in Education. We thank our contributors for their unwavering dedication to educational research and invite
academics, researchers, and practitioners of teaching and learning to read this issue and continue to engage in our

mission of advancing education through innovative research and collaboration.

Best of Luck

Utamax Editorial Team
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Budianto Hamuddin
Editor-in-Chief
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